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2In 2019, Governors State University celebrates 50 years of providing educational opportunity, cultural 
enrichment, and community service. The years since the university’s founding have seen historic 
milestones, achievements, and innovations. The anniversary provides a chance to celebrate GSU’s past, 
build support for the future, and plan for the next 50 years.
The theme of the 50th anniversary celebration is “Continuity and Innovation,” which connects the range 
of events and celebrations throughout the year with Governors State University’s mission. Blending these 
two ideas—continuity and innovation—honors the far-sighted visionaries who imagined GSU as an 
open university—literally without walls—with a mission to serve the underserved. Today, the internet 
is a classroom without walls, and the greater part of our student population represents the nation’s New 
Majority in higher education—students who are first generation, students of color, adult learners, and 
military veterans.
While the university has reshaped itself dramatically in 50 years, at its core GSU remains true to its 
identity: fearless and agile, warm and welcoming, and forever committed to improving the lives of our 
students through education. 
GSU’S ROOTS
Governors State always was and still is a model of innovation. Founded in 1969 as an upper-division 
regional public university, GSU served as the premier institution for a highly motivated, but often 
underserved, student population of adult learners and returning and transfer students. Located in 
Chicago’s Southland, where the prairie meets the city, GSU’s competency-based curriculum was ahead of 
its time. Transparency, intellectual curiosity, and diversity were hallmarks of its institutional identity. That 
founding spirit of innovation and creativity still guides the university today.
UNIVERSITY TRANSFORMATIONS
Since its beginning, GSU has been an example of educational transformation. During the university’s 
first decade, faculty challenged traditional grading practices with written comprehensive evaluations of 
students’ work. Today, the university follows a grading system, but also offers portfolio-based assessment 
to award credit for prior learning. GSU has established a nationally recognized partnership with 17 
regional community colleges to provide a seamless pathway from the community college to university 
graduation. In the fall of 2014, GSU embraced transformation when it admitted its first freshman class, 
opened the first living-learning residence hall, and launched an athletic program. That same year the 
university debuted new state-of-the-art science and nursing labs. Today, GSU continues to lead through 
innovation, offering students exceptional academic programs, services, and activities. GSU’s student and 
faculty diversity, rich history, cultural amenities, and beautiful campus all contribute to making GSU a 
model university.
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Governors State University is a hub for learning, culture, and innovation within the region. The university 
partners with community organizations, state and local government, entrepreneurs, small businesses, 
major corporations, and economic development organizations to tackle societal challenges and advance 
economic growth in the region. Community and business collaborative efforts focus on realizing a shared 
vision for healthier and more engaged citizens, thriving economies, and a better tomorrow.
The governor’s mace, traditionally carried by the Faculty Senate President who 
leads the academic procession, is a symbol of the authority of the university as a 
degree-granting institution. The legal authority of the university is grounded in the 
intellectual authority of the distinguished faculty who follow in the procession.
In antiquity, the mace was a weapon used to establish the “authority” of the 
physically strong. Its transformation into a symbol of intellectual authority is both 
a tribute to and a reminder of the civilizing force of a university’s teaching, research 
and community service functions.
Engraved on the four side-panels of the governor’s mace are the seal of the State of 
Illinois; a cardinal, the state bird; the seal of the former Illinois Board of Governors 
Universities; and an inscription which reads “The governor’s mace, a symbol of 
tradition and authority of Governors State University, dedicated to the search for 
excellence in the pursuit of truth, knowledge and the love of learning. Presented by 
Peter Levin, friend of the university, June 2, 1979.”
Atop the mace is a silver rendition of the university logo. The three sides of the 
“triangle” symbolize the university’s teaching, research and community service 
functions. The three lines visually suggest the shape of a rocket; reminding us both 
that the university was founded within days of Neil Armstrong setting foot on the 
moon and that the university is a hope-filled, pioneering community, committed 
to a better future for all men and women. The circle symbolizes the fact that the 
university is, indeed, a community. Finally, the fact that the tips of the triangle reach 
beyond the circle indicates the university’s outreach into the region, state and nation, 
and its commitment to teaching, research and community service.
The Mace
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4PRELUDE ................................................................................................................................................. Encore Concert Band
 Bill Schuetter, Conductor
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS ...........................................................Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
PROCESSIONAL ..................Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal, Dr. Susan Ji and Dr. Lara Stache, Excellence Award Recipients
“Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1,” by Edward Elgar ......................................................................... Encore Concert Band
CALL TO ORDER................................................................................................................Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal
NATIONAL ANTHEM ............................................................................................................................ Encore Concert Band
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES .....................................................Representative from the Board of Trustees
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULTY .................................................................... Dr. David Golland, Faculty Senate President
GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ............................................ Representative from the Alumni Association
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER .....................................................Lester Van Moody, Student Senate President
STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS .......................................................................................Athanasios Kolovos, 2019 Graduate 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS .....................................................................................................Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE ........................................................................ Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost
 Conferring of Degree  .............................................................................................................Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
 Honorary Degree Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters  .................................................................................... Chuck Smith
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES ....................................................................... Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost
 College of Business .................................................................................................................................... Dr. Jun Zhao, Dean
 College of Arts and Sciences ...............................................................................................................Dr. Andrae Marak, Dean 
 Name Readers ............... COB – William Kresse,  CAS – Dr. Christopher White, Undergraduates; Dr. Lara Stache, Graduates 
CONFERRING OF DEGREES ................................................................................................ Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
CLOSING REMARKS .........................................................................................................Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
RECESSIONAL .................... Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal, Dr. Susan Ji and Dr. Lara Stache, Excellence Award Recipients
“Crown Imperial,” by William Walton ....................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
FANFARE SELECTION ........................................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
Saturday, May 18, 2019, 10 a.m.
College of Arts and Sciences • College of Business  
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, University President, Presiding
Sign language interpretation provided by Susan Bova.
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional.
Order of Exercises
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Saturday, May 18, 2019, 4:30 p.m. 
College of Education • College of Health and Human Services  
Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, University President, Presiding
Sign language interpretation provided by Susan Bova.
The audience is requested to rise and remain standing during the Processional and Recessional.
PRELUDE ......................................................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
Bill Schuetter, Conductor
WELCOME AND SPEAKER INTRODUCTIONS ...................................................Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies
PROCESSIONAL .........................................................................................................Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal
“Pomp and Circumstance March No. 1,” by Edward Elgar ................................................................. Encore Concert Band
CALL TO ORDER........................................................................................................Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal
NATIONAL ANTHEM .................................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
GREETINGS FROM THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES ............................................ Representative from the Board of Trustees
GREETINGS FROM THE FACULTY ............................................................ Dr. David Golland, Faculty Senate President
GREETINGS FROM THE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ....................................Representative from the Alumni Association
INTRODUCTION OF STUDENT SPEAKER .............................................Lester Van Moody, Student Senate President
STUDENT SPEAKER ADDRESS ............................................................................Michelle Westergaard, 2019 Graduate 
PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS .............................................................................................Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President
PRESENTATION OF HONORARY DEGREE ................................................................ Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost
 Conferring of Degree  .....................................................................................................Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President 
 Honorary Degree Recipient, Doctor of Humane Letters  ............................................................................Terry Mazany
PRESENTATION OF DEGREE CANDIDATES ............................................................... Dr. Elizabeth A. Cada, Provost
 College of Education  ............................................................................................................ Dr. Shannon Dermer, Dean 
 College of Health and Human Services ............................................................................. Dr. Catherine Balthazar, Dean 
 Name Readers ......COE – Dr. Colleen Sexton, CHHS – Dr. Rebecca Wojcik, Doctoral Candidates – Dr. Andrae Marak
CONFERRING OF DEGREES ........................................................................................Dr. Elaine P. Maimon, President 
 
CLOSING REMARKS .................................................................................................Tony Labriola, Master of Ceremonies 
 
RECESSIONAL ............................................................................................................Dr. David Golland, Grand Marshal
 
“Crown Imperial,” by William Walton ............................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
FANFARE SELECTION ................................................................................................................... Encore Concert Band
 
6Honorary Degree Recipient
Student Speaker
Chuck Smith 
Athanasios "Tommy" Kolovos
Athanasios "Tommy" Kolovos is a student leader at Governors State University whose impact can been seen and felt across the 
globe.
Dedicated to public service, social justice, and the betterment of humanity, Tommy has traveled the world to advocate for others.
As a Gilman Scholar, he presented at the Honors Leadership Seminar in Rome on travel safety for members of the LGBTQIA 
community in 2018. The same year, he was awarded a Lex Fellowship in Madrid, Spain, where he studied international business 
law. 
Tommy later put that knowledge to use as a member of the GSU-led Global Brigades in Panama City, Panama. There, he assisted 
lawyers in conducting legal clinics to help poor and rural families address human rights violations, including human trafficking.
In November of 2018, the Lincoln Academy acknowledged Tommy’s service to others and his academic excellence with the 2018 
Lincoln Laureate award, given to just 56 college seniors across the state. 
At Governors State, Tommy worked as a Study Abroad ambassador, a student representative on the Student Conduct Committee, 
and as an office assistant in the Office of the Provost.
A strong work ethic is second nature to Tommy, the son of a proud blue-collar family. Still, he was skeptical if he could handle the 
pressure of being a first-generation college student after finishing high school at the young age of 16.
He chose to follow a different path and enrolled at Joliet Junior College. Two years later he arrived at Governors State University, 
drawn to a mature student body with laser focus. 
Now, as Tommy graduates—at age 20—with a Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and Sociology, his sights are set on serving 
in Madagascar, off the southeast coast of Africa, with the United States Peace Corps. After that, Tommy would like to put his 
passions to work as a foreign service officer in the U.S. Department of State.
Long before Nike’s famous catchphrase caught fire, Goodman Theatre Resident Director Chuck Smith was driven by a similar 
motto: “Going to the theater should be everyone’s first option … not a planned adventure. Just go to the theater.”
For more than 30 years now, Smith has inspired audiences to do just that. 
Working with some of Chicago’s most notable acting talents, his directing credits include “The Amen Corner,” “A Raisin in 
the Sun,” “Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom,”  and “A Christmas Carol.”
Smith has a Chicago Emmy Award and is theatrical director for Emmy-winning and Emmy-nominated shows. A native 
South Sider, Smith earned a bachelor’s degree from Governors State University in 1977.
7Honorary Degree Recipient
Terry Mazany 
Michelle Westergaard
Student Speaker
Michelle Westergaard leads two high-profile student groups on Governors State University’s campus, shaping policy and 
advocating for future educators.
As Vice President of the Student Education Association (SEA) and President of the prestigious Kappa Delta Pi (KDP) 
International Honors Society of Education, Michelle proudly executed initiatives to engage students and sharpen their 
leadership skills. 
The groups have also raised money and awareness for issues faced by young students in the Chicago Southland.
Michelle’s service began as soon as she arrived on campus. A 25-year-old non-traditional student, she hoped to complete 
coursework for her degree as quickly as possible. 
A professor who spotted Michelle’s leadership and drive encouraged her to get involved with the award-winning SEA and later 
the newly formed KDP.
For her gift of service, Michelle received countless rewards, including a chance to see the world.
For 12 days during the summer of 2018, she toured Slovenia, Croatia, and Italy with her College of Education classmates, 
cherishing her time with special friends she met in her early days on campus. 
Michelle said she was inspired by the beautiful architecture and the free higher education provided to students in the countries 
she visited.
Her experiences abroad also helped Michelle think more broadly about impacting students’ lives from an early age. She 
imagined how she would run her own classroom after she graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in Elementary Education.
It’s a plan Michelle began cultivating as a child “playing school” with dry erase markers and white boards at home. While other 
children asked for toys, Michelle insisted on gifts from stores that catered to educators.
Today, newly engaged to another educator, Michelle is excited to turn her dreams into reality as an elementary school teacher.
It’s a valuable lesson, rich in the power of destiny. 
Terry Mazany is senior vice president for philanthropy for the Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta and formerly led 
the Chicago Community Trust (CCT) for more than a decade.
At CCT, Mazany doubled assets and increased annual grant making to over $300 million to nonprofits across the Greater 
Chicagoland area, including Governors State University and its Center for Performing Arts.
Prior to his work in philanthropy, Mazany spent 15 years impacting equity through education, leading in districts from 
California to Michigan. In 2011, he served as interim chief executive officer of Chicago Public Schools. 
Through education and philanthropy, Mazany is recognized as a distinguished leader advancing solutions to close opportunity 
gaps in communities across the country.
8BACHELOR OF ARTS
Bahiyyah Amatullah-Maalikulmulk
Nour Abdallah  *** §
Safae Abhija **
Tyler Adams
Megan Allen ***
Nuer Alshaikh
Mariana Alvarez
Christina Antony
Annette Appleby
Zachary Apt **
James Arnold *
Samantha Baio **
Latasha Baker
Anthony Barajas
Kyle Bergfors **
Latoya Berryhill ***
Franchesca Bertha *
Jazmine Bibbs
Linda Birt
Maretha Bishop *
Kevin Bitinas *
Jelena Blagojevic *
Dwaylon Bledsoe
Andrea Boler
Patricia Boyed
Margaret Bradley
Kyle Brodnick *
Jah’miaa Brooks
Bria Brooks-Patterson
Uketa Broomfield
Colin Brown
Bernadette Burrage
Shyietha Burrell
Carrington Bush
Rocio Cabral
David Cannon
Timothy Cappos ***
Shannon Carter-Jehan
Candace Cassell
Erikka Causby
Jazmin Cervantes *
Susan Chafi
Daisy Chaidez
John Chambers *
Jasmine Chapman
Jacqueline Cibrian
Thomas Cichon **
Amanda Cloutier
Anna Coates
Jacqueline Coleman
India Collins
Grady Connell
Bryan Contey
Marquis Coprich
Edward Corral
Katie Costello
Catherine Cotto
Casey Cotton
Michele Cotton *
Summer Cousin *
Stephanie Craine **
Marla Curran ***
Davida Dallas *
Alan Dambrogio *
Nichole Darden
Cassaundra Davis
David Davis
Desiree Deleon
Fredric Devoe III
Brenda Dixon
Tasha Dodd
Derrick Donaldson ***
Cameron Dooley
Jermaine Drayton
Jeffrey Dudek *
Alexandria Dudley
Michele Duncan
Ryan Dvorak
Cynthia Eaves
Angela Edwards
Jalyn Edwards
Tareq Elhaj
Mallory Elias
Nathan Elkow
Muried Elusta
Christopher Ero *
Ladonna Evans
Rita Evans **
Meghan Fandrey
Umairah Fateen
Zoe Flores
Patrick Forsythe II
Cristina Foster ***
Patricia Fowlkes-Francisco **
Stephanie Franklin
Kendra Gaines
Jeremy Galayda
Dannthy Garcon
Hannah Giroux *
Travis Givens
James Godfrey *
Dawn Gray
Tessa Greb ***
Telly Green
Sarah Gutierrez
Jeremy Hamann
Marwah Hanieh **
Marcus Hardaway
Joel Hatje
Michael Hawkins
Lynette Hayes
Karina Hernandez Cazarez **
Patrice Hike-Hill
Natashia Hilentzaris
Sarah Hill *
Adriana Holden
Lynnetta Holly
Brittany Hopkins
Ashley Hoskins
Chanel Howard
Michael Hozzian
Charles Hughes
Shane Hull
Therese Hupfer
Andrea Hyche-Moore
Ryan Irons
Alycia Ivery
Shenita Jackson
Jose Jimenez *
Dawanna Johnson
Latasha Johnson
Lauren Johnson *
Frank Johnson, Jr
Erique Jones
Allison Jordan
Andrew Jose ***
Peter Judge **
James Keosavanh **
Jericka Kiss *
Scott Klonowski
Justin Knight
Athanasios Kolovos ** § 
Bernice Konz **
Jeffrey Kosiek, Jr **
Fredricka Kotey *
Brian Kozaczyk
Brandon Kruel
Toni-Nicole Lawal **
Maria Lechuga *
Keith Lee, Jr *
Brian Leonard
Larry Lesniak ***
Christopher Lester, Sr
Christopher Lewis ***
Latrese Lewis
Omar Lezama
Phillip Loconti **
Julianna Lolli
Melissa Luna
Lori Lysik **
Diana Madrigal
Marilyn Mancusi ***
Kaprinta Marek ***
Damin Martin
Kellie Martin
Jamal Mc Pherson
Adam McEwen
Daniel McGuire
Colin McLaughlin
Dave Mercado, Jr
Karen Miller
Samuel Miller ***
Tatyanna Miller
Victor Monterroso
Michael Montgomery ***
Isaiah Moore  * §
Melanie Morris
Kim Mueller ***
Ricardo Munoz, Jr ***
Jacqueline Naranjo
Nicole Narcissi
Kevin Noreikis
Kaylan Norise
Margaret Novak **
Brittany Nowell
Samantha O’Connor **
Ayomide Ogunbona
Racheal Ogundipe
Justin Oldenstedt **
Alejandro Olivar *
Cecilia Olvera **
John Orowick, Jr **
Joel Ortiz
Bridget O’Shea
Durdaana Osuagwu **
Kimberly Pedraza
James Pembroke, Jr
Ariana Perdomo
Daniel Perez
Ilce Perez *
Jake Perrella
Shaquana Pickens
Tyler Pierce
Riley Pietraszewski ***
Angel Pilkin
Kenya Pope
Alexus Quillin *
* = Cum Laude ** = Magna Cum Laude 
*** = Summa Cum Laude § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2018.
College of Arts and Sciences 
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Peter Raymond
Nicholas Rendon
Rashonda Reyes
Wilburn Rhoades III *
Anne Richmond
Sarah Rimkus **
Rogelio Rivera *
Christopher Robison
Lisa Roddy
Cynthia Rodriguez ***
Camille Rolle
Alex Rosales **
Assurim Rosete
Delta Ross
Ciara Rounsaville
Maeghan Rybka ***
Deanna Salah
Edgar Sanders, Jr 
Erika Santana *
Jeniece Scott
Stephanie Seifers ***
Cynthia Sepulveda *
Ruba Shaikh
Pooja Shandilya ***
Douglas Sharp II
Ashley Shelton
Lanaya Siller
Bradford Simmons
Ashonte Sims
Alexis Skala
Sarah Slakaitis
Dawn Smith
Demitri Smith
Paige Smith *
Regilyn Smith
Olivia Soto *
Lasandra Spencer
Gabriel Stanley
Keith Steele *
Matt Stetzel
Tanjaneka Sumlin
Nicholas Sumoski
Tyler Sutton
Serena Taveggia
Racquel Taylor
Micah Tesseneer
Damion Thomas *
Nikki Thompson
Sarah Thomson ***
Taylor Torrence **
Floyd Toson
Kristen Trice
Kiana Turner
Alexxis Udell **
Nishar Vahora
Cecily Vizcarrondo
Linda Walker
Tieanna Walker
LaTia Weathers
Andre Webster
Jermaine Weems
Doris Westbrook
Briana White
Kimberly White
Jade Whiteside
Ashley Whitlock
Danielle Widelski
Nathaniel Wilkerson III 
Christina Williams
Jennifer Williams
Joaquin Williams
Nicole Williams
Taylorr Williams
Sierra Williford
Daria Wilmington
Ashley Wilson
Malcolm Wilson *
Kiara Woods
Lakeya Woods
Danielle Woolfolk
Tenille Wright
Douglas Zalesky ***
BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Devyn Foster
Julian Graham **
Malasia Johnson
Martell McDaniels *
David Roberson II **
Audrea White Mottley
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Adam Abdelrahman
Ahmed Abuali
Terence Adams II *
Saleh Al-Awbali ***
David Alexander
Abdulnaser Al-Quaiti
Kharaldeen Altamimi
Jesse Alvarado
Kevin Anadkat ***
Peggy Anderson
Alex Arias *
Abigail Armstrong **
Patrick Badie ***
Brett Banich **
Stanislaw Baraniak
Sarah Boxer
Paulius Brazdziunas *
Scott Burns **
Samantha Caron
Yoselyne Carrera
Blake Carrescia
Hillary Chadare **
Arturo Chairez §
Scott Chaplinski ***
Nicholas Crawford
Ryan Crnich
Brittany Cuttone *
Carlos Diaz
Jennifer Dicosola
Justin Domingo
Lyle Evans, Jr
Thomas Fagan
Dennis Foster, Sr
Eric Freudenberg *
Andrea Fuentes *** §
Matthew Gaskin ***
Taron Goodar *
William Grasse II
Katherine Gunty
Ramiro Guzzino **
Jamal Hamad
Moataz Hamdan **
Ilandus Hampton, Jr
Kevin Hanley ***
Benjamin Harris
Neville Harris
Orlando Herrera
Briana Holden
Kenneth Hunter
Neftali Ibarra, Jr
Mosup Jaradat **
John Kenny
Alexandra Klopp
Jack Krygowski **
Brandon Lamana
Ethan Lebioda
David Lindsey
Michael Mace **
Joseph Madigan
Aaron Magee
Joshua Martinez **
Scott Matejovsky
Jermaine McClendon
Roberto Melendez *
Emily Metzger
Justina Miaczynski
Scott Mitchell ***
Tamiaus Nalls
Francisco Nava **
Phuoc Nguyen
Horacio Ortega *
Micheal Paquette
Richa Patel *** §
Kyle Posego
Jonathon Ramirez *
Robert Rauh ***
David Reyes **
Ryan Ries *
Michael Rogers **
Andrew Russell
Francis Rutkowski
Janet Santos
Brandon Simmons ***
Jordan Simonelli
Natalia Skolarus
Eric Sotak *
James Spielman
James Steele
Steven Steele *
Kristina Stine
Jessica Tirado
Raphael Trammell
Reni Truhtcheva Owikoti ***
Karolina Tylka
Nathan Utter
Mahmmadvasim Vahora
Erick Vargas
Marcus Walls
Ryan Winterfeldt
Brendan Wood **
Angelo Zito
MASTER OF ARTS
Lyne’ya Anderson
Tiara Arrington
Krishae Beamon
Kristy Bickham
Tetiana Bilyk
Derrick Brown
Hope Coleman
Alfred Collier, Sr
Mark Crawley
Jennifer Dixon
Darrell Edwards
Shanene Gardner
Malaika Gay
* = Cum Laude ** = Magna Cum Laude 
*** = Summa Cum Laude § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2018.
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Jameicia Herring
Jessica Janisse
Demar Johnson
Chantell Jones
Ernst Lamothe, Jr
Kristine Medema
Katerina Meletis
Kimiata Mottley
Rene Parks
Shari Payne
Ashley Pickett
Nathaniel Powell
Dibran Ramadani
Phillip Richardson
Joshua Riley
Thomas Ritter
Alison Seeder
Briana Sparrey
Tiarra Spraggs
Jason Vignone
Daniel Waller
Haley Walsh
Sherrie Wilks
Camiella Williams
Matthew Zarris
MASTER OF FINE ARTS
Gregory Austin, Jr
Sydney Colbert
Peter Cummings
Aaron Davis
Sara Strucinski
Robin Thompson
MASTER OF PUBLIC 
ADMINISTRATION
Jwannia Brewu
Lisa Brown
Lauren Davis
Keshia Ellis
Fatimo Kasali
Robert Mason II
Erica Mitchell
Shari Payne 
Debra Phillips-Carter
Brian Stanley
Felicia Warren
MASTER OF SCIENCE
Laxmoji Naidu Adapa
Ashwini Adireddy
Ajith Aribandi
Yasaswini Balusu
Hitesh Bandaru
Dhanraj Goud Bathula
Scott Bennett
Sai Ram Bolugoddu, Sr
Bhargavateja Reddy Bommu
Eric Brossman
Chinetha Casper
Christina Frase
Gopi Varma Galla
Tyrone Gipson
Bhavana Gosangi
James Hallberg
Abdul Hannan
Geetha Sarvani Jasti
John Jennings
Varun Bhargav Kadaganchi
Raghu Vardhan Reddy Kareddy
Anoop Reddy Kasireddy
Muhammad Uzair Khan
Jason Kidrowski
Kalyan Kodari
Mohitha Kode
Dushyanth Kodela
Smilika Leburu
Krishna Chaitanya Manajigari
Deepika Mittapally
Abdul Khaled Mohammed
Aqueel Amer Mohammed
Muqhtar Ahmed Mohammed
Sri Anupama Mudunuri
Srinadh Narukulla
Akeem Opakunle
Modupeoluwa Opakunle
Karthik Palutla
Jeegarkumar Panchal
Nanna Ram Parza
Vineeth Reddy Pasnoor
Keralkumar Patel
Ramya Purgindla
Hammad Qureshi
Melissa Randich
Wajahath Razvi
Stephanie Sather
Lisa Schwarz
Abbey Scupin
Raphael Shaw
Sana Siddiqui
Novnil Kumar Singh
Ian Swillum
Ayubullah Syed
Irfan Ali Syed
Kamran Syed
Zainab Unnisa Syeda
Steven Turner
Michael Villanueva
Isaac Villuri
Lauren Wallace
Malcolm Washington
Amal Yosef
Mir Zeeshan Ali
* = Cum Laude ** = Magna Cum Laude 
*** = Summa Cum Laude § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2018.
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Scott Adduci
Qais Alfraihat
Tianna Allen
Maysam Alnaser
Tamer Amara
Bradley Anderson
Lasandra Armstrong
Patrick Bennett
Michelle Borgman *
Tyla Burge
Marcus Burney
Alejandra Calderon *
Saira Calderon *
Chelsea Chiaro
Brian Clark *
Jasmine Clay
Latia Cooper
Rebecca Corbin 
Trauvell Crawford
Darius Dennard
Maria Diaz
August Dicola
Melissa Dimascio
Miranda Dutour
Brian Fisher *
Bryan Fitzgerald
Ricco Foster
Natalie Fricks ***
Gina Gailiute
Aimee Garza *
Cynthia Gavin *
Courtney Gerovac
Ryan Glade *
Tiara Grant
Sircon Gray
Christina Green
Carlos Gutierrez *
Alaa Hamdan
Tarsha Harris *
Rashad Hicks
Theresa Hodak
Dominique Hunt
Nicholas Husmann *
Leanora Jelic *
Lorraine Johnson
Samantha Jones
Mona Karas
Shannon Kelley
Hannah Kelly *
Laila Khan
Ezaldean Khater
Cindy Landeros
Tiffany Laos
Mashia Lathion
Lisa Lederer ***
Mattie Lewis
Vasilios Limperis
Roymell Long
John Manno
Hernando Manrique
Tidjani Maouloud
Kyra McGowan
Emily McKenna
Leopoldine Mikponhoue
Daniel Minnich, Jr
Rebecca Montgomery *
Cassie Morgan **
Robert Morgan
Donna Morris
Elizabeth Moscinski-Coleman ***
Stephen Neven *
Kevin Nolan
Michael Olvera
Adam Oster
Anna Oswald *
Leslie Ott
Kenyonna Ozier
Valerie Pantaleo
College of Arts and Sciences 
College of Business
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* = Cum Laude ** = Magna Cum Laude 
*** = Summa Cum Laude § = University Honors Program
Academic honors awarded to undergraduate students only. 
For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2018.
College of Business
Ranulfo Pantaleon
Saiye Pierre
Kelly Pilny
Alana Ponce *
Latefah Poole
Robert Prskalo
Nicholas Pruitt
Daniel Ptaszek
Malek Qandil *
Marcheita Richard
Joshua Robertson
Felicia Robinson-Silas
Calvin Rodgers, Jr
Nicholas Roser
Marc Schaefer
Alexandra Schmeckpeper
Sam Shareef
Janae Sheppard
A’dajahnae Smith
Ashley Smith
Lachelle Smith
Kathleen Stoner
Theresa Storer ***
Thomas Sturwold, Jr
Matthew Swanson
Angelica Szeliga
Michelle Telin *
Yves Traore
Amber Turner
Jamaal Webster
Kerby Wells
Michelle White
Shadde Yasin
Dionne Young
Alvaro Zavala
Mohammad Zayyad
Nicole Zopf **
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Sajan Abraham
Tahani Abuelhawa
Suha Alkam *
Berenice Angel
Yasmin Awad *
Joseph Baptist, Jr
Bresha Black *
Suvanna Chansiri
Denise Contreras
Ly Doan ***
Bogdan Dzundza *
Marek Fudala
Brian Geraghty *
Vytautas Grasys
Daniela Griffin ***
Maira Gutierrez ** §
Aishah Hasan
Rebecca Joly ***
Shannon Jordan
Abdullah Jubeh
Sharif Kittaneh
Angela Knox
Rachel Lindsey ***
Abdullah Mahmoud *
Richard Maldonado
Kendall Manning
Milica Maras ***
Jinann Marou *
Carissa McCollum
Greg Milkins
Clint Miller
Michael Miller
Ruben Moreno
Robert Navarro ***
Renae Neufeld ***
Anthony Nguyen
Erika Noble *
Ryan O’Malley **
Miranda Papak ***
Deanna Perkins
Michael Pilny ***
Stephon Puryear, Jr
Devika Rallan *** 
Jesus Ramirez-Guerrero
Aaron Reid
Rensu Reji *
Maria Rosas *
Maciej Rozmyslowicz ***
James Schoenecker
Markas Sergalis
Kajal Shah *
Cequitah Shannon
Jonathan Spesia *
Jamie Taft **
Ubaid Ullah *
Elsa Velazquez
Pauletta Washington
Whitney Webster
DeMontraye White
Shetonja Wilks
MASTER OF BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION
Monique Allen
Machelle Anderson
Jenika Belcher II
Catalina Bickerstaff
Jenell Bryant
Lisa Davis
Juana De Loera
Richard Gray, Jr
Erin Hamann
Kristin Horlacher
Kerry Jackson
Sabrina Jeffries
Kyrie-Eleison Kirkland
Shaina Offord
Ashley Pickert
Laura Pierce
Rebecca Vowell
Vincent Whitehead
Ivory Williams
Emmarie Ziems
MASTER OF SCIENCE
Blanca Bernal
Irma Gonzalez
Xavier Hernandez
Derrick Johnson
Wisam Kashour
Olayinka Lucas, Jr
Jamie Marion
Casey Moss
Billal Muammar
Elizabeth Novak
Robin Reed
Michael Schmidt
Andrew Slazyk
College of  Education
BACHELOR OF ARTS
Hiba Alalfi
Ileroluwa Alfred  
Nicole Ames  *** §
Summer Anderson
Jennifer Baffi *
Rebecca Bakotic
Ana Benitez
Kelsey Billington *** §
Mystic Blair
Iliana Blanco
Kaesha Booth
Julia Boruszewski
William Brenner
Kiara Butler ***
Ashley Cagnolatti
Safietou Camara
Aaliyah Carter
Grier Casagrande
Chance Colbert *
Jenell Cole
Izabella Costanza
Esmeralda Diaz ***
Maricela Diaz
Rachel Distor
Emma Doherty **
Jasmine Doke
Rebecca Downey
Maggie Duque
Anastasia Dzincioloski *
Johna Edwards **
Eslam El-Hakim **
Ontario Ervin
Aleisha Flanagan *
Tadaisha Flowers
Michelle Fowlkes
Joanna Galloway
Jessica Garcia ***
Claudia Garibay
Mary Rose Gianotti **
Maria Gonzalez ***
Melanie Gossett ***
Jalissa Gray
Diamond Gregory
Kiriana Gunn **
Christian Guzman
Immanuel Haley
Sireen Hamarshah *** §
Berashet Hamm 
Terri Harrington *
Lina Hassan *
Ahren Hawken *
Aleta Holman
Fabiola Huerta **  
Leeann Hussein
Destinee Jackson
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For Commencement, cumulative GPA calculated through Fall 2018.
Gina Jager
Katelyn Jalbert 
Cashmira Johnson
Qur’annah Jones
Sarah Jones
Michelle Judeikis ***
Mohammed Junaid
Jessica Kaszynski
Felicia Kelly ***
Paul Kelly
Angela Kocanda 
Hope Lang ***
Kenya Latham
Lam Le *
Krystal Lee
Tiana Lee ***
Ambar Leon
Marissa Lopez
Lauren Manuel
Charity McGee
Gabrielle McNicholas ***
Alejandra Medina
Tiana Mericle
Kristian Milek
Essraa Mohammad
Spencer Moustis ***
Ahmad Musleh
Selena Musleh ***
Rebecca Nelson **
Mira Nofal * 
Mohammed Nofal
Lolyta Nolan
Lucky Odiase
Heather Orlick *
Alejandra Orozco **
Molly O’Shea
Margenia Parker *
Daniel Patteson
Lucia Perez
Rekeyia Pierce
Megan Pilles
Kayla Raymond *
Megan Rodgers *
Yolanda Rosas
Daniel Rovak
Monica Saathoff ***
Diane Salem-Narcissi **
Chelsea Schroeder
Jessica Senafe Hernandez ***
Ashhad Sharif **
Devina Simmons
Sharaka Simmons
Miranda Sinadinos
Eric Sladcik
Breanna Slagle *
Steven Smith
Karina Soto *
Mayra Suarez ***
Devin Swillum
Denean Tate-Shareef
Trashaina Taylor
Holly Thorne-Hemphill ***
Melissa Thornton
Sarah Triolo *
Patrycja Trzebunia
Kyle Valiska *
Amy Van Dyke
Rachel Vandergriff **
Katie Varek *
Leeza Vargas
Tyler Veal **
Alexandro Venegas
Rachel Villanueva
Kylie Volz ***
Diamond Waites *
Elise Walano **
Nashae Webb
Michelle Westergaard ***
Danielle White
Iris Williams
Toajane Wrather **
Shuorook Yasin *
MASTER OF ARTS
Melissa Alaniz
Constance Alexander
Maria Alvarez
Katherine Baggarly
Erin Barry
Ruth Bartman
Kristen Bertovic
Lauren Briatta
Crystal Briney
Darren Bryant
Karen Bryant
Andrew Burton
Lillar Burton
Karla Canady
Jennifer Clifford
Cody Corradino
Hernan Cortes
Jada Curry
Laura Deffley
Meghan Domanszky
Megan Dougherty
Mikail Durur
Anne Dybala
Thonequea Easley
Samantha Eiler
Nicole Faletti
Ruby Flores
Eleana Garcia
Laura Garcia
Ollie Gill
Jessica Gillespie
Heather Giordano
Joseph Goncher
Katie Graton
Rebecca Greiman
Emine Hayta
Sheila Heard
Maurice Hill
Amber Holland
Deanne Holste
Laura Holtz
Marshelle Hood
Edward Hotwagner, Jr
Katie Houlihan
Stacy Hunter
Matthew Hurst
Dana Jay
Yemisi Johnson
Ajsia Jones
Kelli Juodikis
Erin Kalchbrenner
Arshia Kausar
Holly Keller
Colin Kirchner
Ashley Kwiecien
Shanna Love
Dorothedre Massey
Kelly McGinnis
Latoya McGrew
Tamakisha Meeks
Abraham Mobley
Ashley Morgan
Shantia Morgan
Daniel Mostyn
Hayley Nelson
Jamell O’Neal
Elizabeth Parker
Shannon Payne
Tyler Pena
Angel Powell-Muldrow
Lindsey Ramirez
Donna Redmond
Veronica Ricobene
Yolanda Rodriguez
Shannon Rushman
Ariel Ruttenberg
Rasa Ruzgys
Joshua Ruzich
Eileen Sears
Jalissa Shelby
Heather Shelton
Kulsum Siddiqui
Susan Sirigas
Carrie Skelton
Richard Smith
Stephanie Smith
Hayley Stamper
Carolyn Stone
Ruth Stone
Aja Streets
Greg Tovella
Nina Trlak
Daniel Truffa
Agnieszka Tulowiecka
Rebecca Tyrrell
Danielle Valiente
Lorie Webster
Stephanie West
Tanya White
Welicia Whitelaw
Nichole Whitten
Chaunte Wilder
Elizabeth Williams
Kati Winchel
EDUCATION SPECIALIST
Brittany Godsey
Karen Hernandez
Matthew Malone, Sr
Miriel Martinez
Alexis Miller
Jordan Miroballi
DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
Hollie Campbell
Sinead Chambers
Brandon Cotter
Constance Grimm-Grason
Melissa Mendoza
Teresa Nagy
Emily Petkus
Timothy Rylander
Anancia Stafford
Frank Trost
Donna Williams 
Loren Williams
College of  Education
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College of  Health and Human Services
BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION
Atinuke Adesoye-Coleman
Marisol Ayala
Brittany Blanton
Danielle Bovino
Dominique Campbell
Raven Carr
Jason Coltro *
Berenice Dezha
Jessica Felix
Monica Flores
Anjanette Flynn
Anntrinia Gunby
O’Nika Gunn
Vashti Hale *
Nikia Harts
Jeanne Haskell
Hugo Hernandez, Jr **
Anahar Ibrahim
Kristin Kasper **
Kalie Langlois
Tiffany Leonard
Michael Lively *
Jonathan Malin
Elizabeth Molina *
Mckayla Moore
Jamila Murden *
Magda Naser ***
Ashley Newton
Victoria Palcowski
Lina Rafati
Mai Rafati
Taylor Reed
Karen Reynolds
Melissa Reynolds
Nichole Samuel
Megan Silski
Marquitta Streeter *
Liliana Vazquez
Tamyah Wetherspoon
Teralashay Wilmington
Anna Zielinowska *
BACHELOR OF HEALTH 
SCIENCE
Ayah Abdelrahman
Malik Abuhamdeh
Azzam Abushakra
Adrianna Adamczyk
Daisy Aguilar
Briana Albert *
Matthew Alborn * §
Hannah Alexander
Najwa Al-Qaisi *
Moad Alshaikh
Israa Amara *
Andrei Ardelean
Elizabeth Arriaga
Ana Bautista
Jade Benson ***
Janiel Brownridge
Asia Campbell
Andres Castro **
Sophia Cingle
Joseph Coffey *
Haneen Dawud
Melanie Dean
Allyn Divinagracia
Chanel Douglas
Abdallah Elmanaseer
Eunice Foster
Brianna Gemeiner
Ebony Glover *
Danielle Gonzalez
Ellen Goodwin ***
Anitra Green *
La’kasey Hall *
Tina Hall
Erika Halverson * §
Sara Hardin Witowski
Brittney Harding
Kayla Henriksen
Samantha Holler *
London Jackson
Jennifer Janners
Meghan Jean * 
Hannah Johnson  
Zuhdi Khalil
Kate Koval
Kayla Lloyd
Chisom Maraizu
Courtney Mc Andrew
Julia Mikuska ***
Ashley Mullinax
Josefina Munoz
Onyinyechukwu Nnoruka
Abdul Basit Olumide
Kendall Paris
Briana Phason
Tiana Phason
Ashley Plaxico
Raquel Ramirez ***
Ashley Richards
Ashley Riddle
Kendra Riley
Cynthia Rodriguez
Robert Sawka
Alexandra Schramm
Greta Schutt
Carolina Serrato *** §
Nicole Siek ***
Nathan Skrobot
Rhonda Sutton
Simon Tadros ***
Brenna Taylor *
Destiny Thomas
Phaishe Thompson
Veronica Torrez
Natache’ Triplett Turner
Shamari Truss
Maximilian Velarde
Ashley Wetzel *
Jala Wilson **
Janae Woodson
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Michelle Adekola *
Karen Allen
Angela Baker
Reahna Bruce ***
David Cline *
Shamerra Colvard
Jessica Gifford *
Latoshia Gordon
Lorraine Hippner *** §
Gilberte Jean
Carrissa Kimbrough-Vazquez
Kayla Kimes *
Terri Mayberry
Gregory Mazur
Caprice McCarty
Tamara McCoy *
Kimberly Mikalauskas *
Ogochukwu Okeke
Nimisha Patel
Shannon Phillip
Korin Schmidt
Sharon Shoudis
David Smith 
Sucretta Tolliver  
Carrisa Walker **
Jean Watson *
Lindssay Weber
Crystal White
BACHELOR OF SOCIAL 
WORK
Sarah Al-Hassan
Daisy Amador **
Darnetha Austin **
Jessica Bandyk *
Earlene Beard *
Abby Benway ***
Marlynda Bishop
Tekila Boone
Ester Bowers-Hicks
Angelique Bowman
Persailia Branch
Bonn Christian Cruz
Catashia Davis
Cynthia Duarte **
Clary Figueroa *
Barbara Grgurich
Trenda Johnson
Kia Jones
Isis Lewis
Ivette Lopez **
Maryya McDaniel
Nicole McGhee
Lanisha Mix **
Alejandro Montes
Yesenia Munoz
Clifton Newhall
Jason Nunez *
Lola Osisanya
Jazzmean Palonis
Antwan Parker ***
Lisa Perkins
Teanna Ramirez
Leira Reed *
Cheviah Rials
Diamond Robinson *
Javeil Smith
Daryl Turner
Shannon Walsh *
Travaun Whittaker
Rosalind Willingham-Johnson
Tracie Woods
MASTER OF HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION
Latasha Campbell
Josette Clark
Shemenia Ladd
Tanya Malhotra
Josephine Martey
Caitlin McElroy
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College of  Health and Human Services
Geneva Mintah
Kamaria Patterson
Michelle Rehbock
Chelsea Rogers
Sharif Salman
Chanel Smith
Lori Tison
Virinchi Vinakota
MASTER OF HEALTH 
SCIENCE
David Alexander
Adejumoke Alimi
Tamisha Angelacos
Tamika Barker
Latosha Barnes
Sarah Barrie
Noelle Bogdan
Mitihi Brownlee
Marlon Burton
Hannah Carey
Erin Chuma
Charles Conway *
Shelia Dalton
Lynnzee Debnar
Elena Del Tio
Elizabeth Dimatteo
Ashley Dudek
Jeffrey Falk
LaRonda Fisher
Kayla Fitzsimons
Lisa Forshey
Nicole Gershun
Michele Glosky
Pamela Good
Chaneak Graham
Essence Greenhill
Monika Griffel
Karolyn Grissom
Emily Gut
Noor Hamdan
Janet Hernandez
Antonia Ingraffia
Megan Ipema
Rachel Kats
Kailyn Kennedy
Elin Kuzmack
Dawn Ladislas
Meghan Lause
Felicia Lewis
Elizabeth Loffredo
Jessica Love Jordan-Banks
Emily Matas
December McCracken
Rachel Menor
Carisa Mitchell
Kyle Otte
Brian Payne
Amanda Peterson
Emily Peterson
Veronica Popp
Nerxhivane Ramadani
Cassie Ramsay
Eden Ryan
Alma Sanchez-Ramirez
Sarah Schooley
Demetri Sparagis
Deanna Sweis
Monika Szwab
Adrien Teverbaugh
Emily Tlapa
Diana Vanstedum
MASTER OF 
OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Angela Agelson
Melanie Burdelik
Amy Cervenka
Melissa Debartolo
Rebecca Dill
Karl Ehlers
Constantina Georgiou
Lauren Green
Jamila Hardmon
Kareyma Hope
Samantha Hozzian
Elizabeth Hunsaker
Jennifer Joyce
Abigail Kemske
Alyssa Maher
Kevin Majchrzak
Rachael McNamara
Alison Milani
Alyssa Moravec
Jaime Nystrom
Michelle Pruneda
Anna Rodriguez
Allison Salman
Alexandra Sniegowski
Mary Swanson
Gregory Tomita
Nicole Valle
MASTER OF SCIENCE IN 
NURSING
Lawrence Abah 
Tawakalit Alao 
Maribel Alvarez 
Monique Barnes 
Cynthia Brechum 
Kourtney Cole 
Elora Curry 
Cindy Duong 
Barbara Edwards
Amanda Harmon-Jenkins
Sharon Hollivay-Wheeler
Ugonwa Izuegbu
Anna Jannak
Desiree Johnson
Michele Junious Lyons
Ceres Kangou
John Karl
Eleni Kritikos
Georgina Mapp
Tiju Mathews
Maritza Moreno
Janice Panozzo
Charmaine Pelayo
Amy Prieboy-Bohland
Keyona Puckett
Kasey Reed
Brent Reevas
Laportia Richardson
Anthony Romeo
Regina Ruffin
Arrion Shelton
Ahna South
Zachary Speicher
Keva Swopes
Alethea Taylor
Denise Vanarsdale
MASTER OF SOCIAL WORK
Mai Al-Dadah
Krystina Banks
Kayla Bell
Sherri Blair
Brenton Blissett, Jr
Gabrielle Boerema
Veronica Bynum
Hannah Carroll
Matthew Cavanaugh
Annmarie Coglianese
Angela Cunningham
Claire Duggan
Ryan Ellingsen
Sieda Felder
Vanessa Flores
Sabrina Flowers
Alberta Foley
Mia Foote
Lisa Gacki
Sarah Gillespie
Angela Hairston
Stephen Hale
Amanda Hallberg
Kimberly Hanson
Maria Hardt
Kamille Haywood
Araceli Herrera
Christa Hill
Lashan Hobbs
Tereka Hunter
Stephanie Izguerra
Olivia Janisse
Ariana Jaramillo
Jasmine Jones
Danielle Kennell
Ashley Lewis
Robbyn Madderom
Desiree Mallett
Brittany McShane
Jordan Murphy
Mariah Murphy
Samantha Neal
Yessenia Nieto
Denis Pantoja
Kelly Patton
Stacey Pickrum
Basubi Quiller
Jasmin Ramos
Tessa Robinson
Marisol Rodriguez
Savik Salgado
Danielle Sands
Michael Sherrod II
Samantha Smith
Sarah Stang
Latara Sutton
Nicole Szczepaniak
Ryan Thomas
Tanisha Thomas
JazmenDomynique Thompson
Lashawnda Thornton
Nathaniel Walker
Erin Watts
Cathy Wytrwal
DOCTOR OF NURSING 
PRACTICE
Christine Johnson
Gwendolyn Pinkney
Grace Zieba
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College of  Health and Human Services
DOCTOR OF 
OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY
Diana Basmajian
Eunice Donaldson
Irada Fliman
Lauren Pammer
DOCTOR OF PHYSICAL 
THERAPY
Christine Adelphia
Maribel Arteaga
Anne Best
Alexsandra Brasen
Lauren Carniello
Karina Corona
Ahmed Dahbur
Timothy Davis
Brandon Divan
Shaun Ernst
Laura Espinoza
Meghan Faloona
Michele Ferrante
Brianna Fields
Barbara Gerk
Daniel Gerk
Nicole Herkert
Khattab Iwainat
Derek Jones
Hannah Ketterling
Kathryn Knott
Mitchell Kocher
Melissa Koehl
Paulina Kozupa
Jesse Larson
Dawid Lysiak
Christopher McElroy
Margaret Mizera
Steffen O’Brien
Oladimeji Olayinka
Kathleen O’Loughlin
Renee Olson
Alex Parker
Liliana Raya
Patrick Reed
Paola Solis
Bethany Stavrakas
Garrett Stroup
David Thomas
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Grand Marshal
David Golland - President, Faculty Senate
 
Marshal Coordination Team
Marshal Coordinator - Rupert Evans, Professor Emeritus
Associate Coordinator - Timothy Harrington, Full Professor
Assistant Coordinator - Colleen Rock Ellis
 College of Arts and Sciences 
Andre Ashmore - Adjunct Faculty
Vickii Coffey - Assistant Professor
Lydia Hamilton - Adjunct Faculty
Michael Hart - University Lecturer, Senior Status
Walter Henne - Associate Professor
Stephen Hyzny - University Lecturer, Senior Status
Novia Pagone - Visiting Assistant Professor
College of Business
David Green - Division Chair
Karen Janko - Coordinator of Academic Services
Tricia Kerns - University Lecturer
Brian McKenna - Associate Professor
GÖkçe Sargut - Associate Professor
Uday Shinde - Assistant Professor
College of Education
Sasha Cervantes - Assistant Professor
David Conrad - Assistant Professor  
Danel Koonce - Associate Professor
Tim Pedigo - Assistant Professor
Li-Wei Peng - Associate Professor
Lisa Pennington - Assistant Professor
Xiaobo She - Associate Professor
College of Health and Human Services
Amy Bala - University Lecturer
Joseph Day - Associate Professor
Angelette Evans - Assistant Professor
Lorri Glass - Associate Professor
Nicole Koonce - Assistant Professor
James Munz - University Lecturer, Senior Status
Dale Schuit - Full Professor
Robin Washington - Associate Professor
Phyllis West - University Lecturer, Senior Status
 
Commencement Marshals
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The medals worn by some graduates symbolize their completion of the GSU Honors Program.  
The stoles or cords worn by some graduates symbolize their membership in an honor society.
Honors Program – for undergraduates only
Honors Program graduates complete a rigorous academic curriculum including an honors capstone  
with the goal of promoting leadership and personal development for the betterment of the students, 
the university, and the local and global community.
Program  ...................................................... Recognition ............................................... Color
GSU Honors Program .......................................Medallion .....................................................Gold
University Honors – for undergraduates only
Honor  ............................................................Recognition ............................................ Color
Cum Laude ..............................................................Cord ....................................................White
Magna Cum Laude ..................................................Cord ..................................................... Silver
Summa Cum Laude .................................................Cord ......................................................Gold 
Lincoln Laureate ..............................................Medallion ......................................................Gold 
Honor Societies – for students who are members 
of these Honor Societies
Society ............................................................Recognition .......................................  Color(s)
Alpha Eta Society (Allied Health)............................ Cord ..................................................... Green
Alpha IOTA Sigma (Interdisciplinary) .................... Cord ...................................... Blue and White 
Alpha Phi Sigma (Criminal Justice) ......................... Cord .............................. Royal Blue and Gold
Alpha Sigma Lambda (Adult Learners) ................... Cord ..................Burgundy and Antique Gold
Beta Gamma Sigma (Business) ................................ Cord .............................. Royal Blue and Gold
Chi Sigma IOTA (Counselors) .................................Stole ...................................... Blue and White 
Kappa Delta Pi (Education) .................................... Cord ................................... Green and Purple
Lambda Pi Eta (Communication) ........................... Cord ...............................Crimson and Cream
Phi Alpha (Social Work) ..........................................Stole ........................................Blue and Gold
Phi Theta Epsilon (Occupational Therapy) ............. Cord .......................................Navy and Gold
Pi Alpha Alpha (Public Administration) ...................Stole ...............................Light Blue and Gold
Psi Chi International (Psychology) ................. Cord/Stole .........Dark Blue and Platinum/Platinum
SALUTE Veterans ................................................... Cord .............................Red, White, and Blue
Sigma Tau Delta (English) ...................................... Cord ........................................ Red and Black
Sigma Theta Tau (Nursing) ..................................... Cord .................................................... Purple
Tau Sigma (Transfer) ............................................... Cord ............................... Burgundy and Gold
Student Senate (Student Governance) ......................Stole .....................................Black and White
Upsilon Phi Delta (Healthcare) ............................... Cord ..........................................Blue and Red 
Upsilon Pi Epsilon (Computer Science) .................. Cord .................................Maroon and White 
Dual Degree Program – for undergraduates who entered 
 GSU through the Dual Degree Program
Dual Degree Program Partner .........................Recognition .......................................  Color(s)
City Colleges of Chicago .........................................Cord ............Light Blue and Black and White
College of DuPage ...................................................Cord .................. Green and Black and White
Harper College ........................................................Cord .....................Blue and Black and White
Joliet Junior College .................................................Cord ..................Purple and Black and White
Kankakee Community College ................................Cord ......................Red and Black and White
Moraine Valley Community College ........................Cord .................. Green and Black and White
Morton College .......................................................Cord .....................Blue and Black and White
Prairie State College .................................................Cord .................. Green and Black and White
South Suburban College ..........................................Cord .....................Blue and Black and White
Triton College ..........................................................Cord ............... Maroon and Black and White
Waubonsee Community College ..............................Cord ............... Maroon and Black and White
Honors Cords, Medallions, and Stoles for Commencement
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Academic Regalia
During the commencement ceremony, students and faculty wear academic costumes indicating the wearers’ degrees,  
colleges/universities, and fields of study.
The Cap
The black mortarboard type is the most common cap worn. Degree candidates wear cap tassels that are black and white, 
the university colors. Colors worn by the faculty vary according to their fields of study.
The Gown
Gowns are of three kinds. The bachelor’s gown is relatively simple, with lines falling straight from a fairly elaborate 
yoke. Its distinguishing characteristic is the long pointed sleeve. Braided silken cords are worn by students who have achieved 
special scholastic recognition. The master’s and specialist's gowns have sleeves with a back end extending down below the 
knee in a crescent shape. The doctoral gown is an elaborate costume with velvet panels down the front and around the neck 
and three velvet bars on the bell-shaped sleeves. 
The Hood 
The official colors of the college or university from which a degree is conferred are represented in the lining of the hood. 
For each field of study, there is a corresponding trim color. While each program of study has a specific color, some programs 
display the same color. The repetitive color reflects the college (ex. Addictions Studies and Communication Disorders 
graduates earn a Master of Health Science for which the hood color is Salmon Pink). The trim colors for doctoral and 
master’s hoods are as follows:
Degree Programs ........................................................................................................Color
Accounting .......................................................................................................................Drab
Addictions Studies ................................................................................................ Salmon Pink
Analytical Chemistry ......................................................................................... Golden Yellow
Art ..................................................................................................................................Brown
Business Administration ...................................................................................................Drab
Communication Disorders ................................................................................... Salmon Pink
Communication and Training ........................................................................................ White
Computer Science ............................................................................................. Golden Yellow
Counseling ...............................................................................................................Light Blue
Counselor Education and Supervision ......................................................................Light Blue
Criminal Justice ................................................................................................................Navy
Early Childhood Education ......................................................................................Light Blue
Education .................................................................................................................Light Blue
Educational Administration ......................................................................................Light Blue
English ........................................................................................................................... White
Environmental Biology ...................................................................................... Golden Yellow
Independent Film and Digital Imaging ...........................................................................Brown
Interdisciplinary Leadership ......................................................................................Light Blue
Health Administration .......................................................................................... Salmon Pink
Management Information Systems .................................................................... Golden Yellow
Mathematics .......................................................................................................... Bright Gold
Multicategorical Special Education ...........................................................................Light Blue
Nursing ........................................................................................................................ Apricot
Occupational Therapy ...............................................................................................Slate Blue
Physical Therapy .................................................................................................................Teal
Political and Justice Studies ............................................................................................ White
Psychology ................................................................................................................Light Blue
Public Administration  .........................................................................................Peacock Blue
Reading ....................................................................................................................Light Blue 
School Psychology ....................................................................................................Light Blue
Social Work ....................................................................................................................Citron
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Dual Degree Program Graduates
Dual Degree Program graduates received distinctive cords for their academic regalia that intertwine GSU’s colors — black and 
white — with the colors of the student’s community college. Braiding these colors together symbolizes the partnership and 
shared goal of the community college and GSU; working together to help these students achieve academic success.
Investing In You
As an alumnus, you represent the best of GSU today. The GSU Foundation wishes you success in the next chapter of your 
life and personal and professional gratification in your future. Your story is GSU’s identity. Your achievements reflect GSU’s 
triumph, and our success enhances your accomplishments. Your graduation year, 2019, is a year to celebrate GSU’s 50th 
Anniversary and our rich history. It is also the ideal occasion to look to the future of the university. Every year, as graduating 
GSU students give thanks for the many opportunities that GSU has given them, they band together to support future students 
with a class gift. 
In celebration of GSU’s 50th Anniversary this year, a gift from you of an average of $50 per year for the next five years will 
make a difference by providing resources for you in the future, enhancing accessibility to future students, and funding rigorous 
and relevant academic programming. Your gift today will strengthen you as a GSU alumnus. Today, we invite you to accept 
the pledge to invest in GSU for a minimum of $250 paid over the next five years. This collective gift from each of you leaves a 
legacy from the Class of 2019 and helps propel GSU into the next 50 years of innovation. Every commitment matters. Please 
take action and make a difference. Visit www.govst.edu/donate to make your donation, or return the pledge postcard in your 
diploma cover. For more information, please call Lauren Healy at 708.534.8390 or email lesolato@govst.edu. Donors will be 
recognized on our website.
GSU Alumni Association
The Alumni Association connects graduates with each other, as well as to professional development, networking, and social 
and volunteer opportunities. As a graduate of GSU, the Alumni Association is your organization. Your engagement in the 
association can help make it what you need it to be for your success, both personally and professionally. 
As GSU alumni, you represent the very best the university has to offer. Please advocate for GSU in your personal and 
professional networks, and encourage others to investigate opportunities to attend and/or support your alma mater. We 
welcome your return to campus and encourage you to volunteer as a mentor, leader, or lifelong learner, and join one of our 
growing alumni clubs.
The Alumni Association and generations of GSU alumni are proud to welcome the Class of 2019 to its ranks. Congratulations 
and we look forward to seeing you soon!
Visit www.govst.edu/alumni for more information.
Stay Connected
The memories you make today will not only last you a lifetime—they will add to the collective story of the university’s alumni. 
Use the social media hashtag #GovStateGrad on Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, and Twitter to connect your experience at 
today’s Commencement ceremony to the memories of past, present, and future GSU graduates.  
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Faculty
COLLEGE OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCES
Joseph Addison 
Professor Emeritus
Victor Akatsa  
University Lecturer
Benjamin Almassi 
Associate Professor 
Emmanuel Alozie 
Full Professor 
Reynolds Andujar 
Assistant Professor
Amanda Athon 
Assistant Professor 
Richard Baisa 
University Lecturer, Senior Status 
Oscene Barrett 
University Lecturer 
Michael Blomarz 
University Lecturer
Sayoni Bose 
Assistant Professor 
Arthur Bourgeois 
Professor Emeritus
Janet Brewer 
Assistant Professor 
Yevette Brown 
Full Professor
Mary Bruce 
Full Professor
Leanne Cambric 
Associate Professor 
Chanda Carey 
Assistant Professor 
Mary Carrington 
Full Professor
Edwin Cehelnik 
Professor Emeritus
Javier Chavira 
Full Professor
Neng-Shin Chen 
University Lecturer
Xiaoyong Chen 
Full Professor
Xin Chen 
Assistant Professor
Daniel Cortese 
Full Professor
William Craig 
University Lecturer
Valerie Cronin-Fisher 
Visiting Instructor
Donald Culverson 
Associate Professor
Karen D’arcy 
Professor Emeritus
Jeff Yahva Daoud 
Visiting Professor
John Edwards 
University Lecturer
Natalia Ermasova 
Associate Professor 
Eliott Fackler 
Visiting Instructor
Richard Fox 
University Lecturer
Almethia Franklin  
Visiting Instructor
Susan Gaffney 
Associate Professor 
Dianna Galante  
Full Professor
Alexandra Glumac 
University Lecturer
Diane Gohde 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
David Golland 
Associate Professor
Jayne Goode 
Associate Professor
Chris Greiner 
Visiting Assistant Professor
Erin Grey-Avis 
Assistant Professor
Harriet Gross 
Professor Emeritus
Timothy Gsell 
Full Professor
Pamela Guimond 
Associate Professor
Cheryl Hague 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Reino Hakala 
Professor Emeritus
Crystal Harris 
Assistant Professor
Michael Hart 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Walter Henne 
Associate Professor
Jane Hudak 
Full Professor
Sharon Hudson 
University Lecturer
Stephen Hyzny 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Caron Jacobson 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Deborah James 
Associate Professor
Gretchen Jankowski 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Rosemary Johnsen 
Associate Provost/AVP Academic Affairs
Vincent Jones 
Associate Professor
Freddie Kato 
University Lecturer
Robert Kaufmann 
University Lecturer
William Kelley 
University Lecturer
Stephen Kent 
University Lecturer
Ana Kong 
Professor Emeritus
Frances Kostarelos 
Full Professor
Shelly Kumar 
Full Professor
Tony Labriola 
Professor Emeritus
Mary Lanigan 
Associate Professor
Angela Latham 
Full Professor
Sang Lee 
Associate Professor
Larry Levinson 
Professor Emeritus
Ya Lin 
University Lecturer
Jagan Lingamneni 
Professor Emeritus
Shannon Maldonado 
University Lecturer
Richard Manprisio 
University Lecturer
Andrae Marak 
Dean
Khalil Marrar 
Associate Professor
Jon Mendelson 
Professor Emeritus
Joyce Mohberg 
Professor Emeritus
Kerri Morris 
Associate Professor
Melvyn Muchnik 
Professor Emeritus
Rashidah Muhammad 
Full Professor
Daniel Nearing 
Full Professor
Novia Pagone 
Visiting Assistant Professor
Milan Panic 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Beth Parin 
Associate Professor
Soon-Ok Park 
Full Professor
June Patton 
Professor Emeritus
Michael Purdy 
Professor Emeritus
Jelena Radovic-Fanta 
Assistant Professor
Hugh Rank 
Professor Emeritus
Kulugammana Ranmohotti 
Assistant Professor
David Rhea 
Professor
Kevin Riley 
University Lecturer
Winfried Rudloff 
Professor Emeritus
Lauren Ryba 
University Lecturer
Aheda Saber 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Joao Salm 
Assistant Professor
Patrick Santoro 
Associate Professor
Paul Schranz 
Professor Emeritus
Aslam Shahid 
University Lecturer
Steve Shih 
Division Chair
Joong-Won Shin 
Associate Professor
Rebecca Siefert 
Visiting Assistant Professor
Christina Sintic 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Gerald Slowik 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Bradley Smith 
Associate Professor
John Sowa 
Full Professor
Lara Stache 
Assistant Professor
Michael Stelnicki 
Professor Emeritus
George Sweiss 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Andrius Tamulis 
Associate Professor
Xueqing Tang 
Full Professor
Robin Thompson 
University Lecturer
Angela Thompson 
Associate Professor
J. Christopher Tweddle 
Assistant Professor
James Vining 
Assistant Professor
Ellen Walsh 
Associate Professor
Nicole Warmington-Granston 
Assistant Professor
Jane Wells 
Professor Emeritus
Christopher White 
Associate Professor
Laura White 
University Lecturer
Bruce Wilson 
Associate Professor
John Yunger 
Full Professor
Jing Zhang 
Associate Professor 
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Faculty
Lynn Zimmerman 
Visiting Assistant Professor
Jason Zingsheim 
Division Chair
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
Olawade Ade-Oshifogun 
Adjunct Faculty
Jeffrey Alfano 
University Lecturer
Chevonne Alston 
Instructor
Anthony Andrews 
Associate Professor
Robert Babich 
Adjunct Faculty
Ronald Bean 
Adjunct Faculty
Jim Betourney 
Adjunct Faculty
Stephanie Carr 
Adjunct Faculty
Wonsuk Cha 
Assistant Professor
David Curtis 
Professor Emeritus
James Cooper 
Adjunct Faculty
Winchell Cheung 
Adjunct Faculty
Dalsang Chung 
Associate Professor
Lynette Elmes 
Adjunct Faculty
Richard Evans 
Adjunct Faculty
George Faris 
Adjunct Faculty
Carlos Ferran 
Full Professor
David Green 
Division Chair
Michael Horvath 
Adjunct Faculty
Olumide Ijose 
Division Chair
Doruk Ilgaz 
Adjunct Faculty
Akkanad Issac 
Professor Emeritus
Cleo Jamison 
Adjunct Faculty
Hyunkyu Jang 
Assistant Professor
Susan Ji 
Full Professor
Mustafa Karakaplan 
Assistant Professor
Marsha Katz 
Professor Emeritus
Alice Keane 
Assistant Professor
Michelle Kelley 
Adjunct Faculty
Tricia Kerns 
University Lecturer
William Kresse 
Assistant Professor
Paul Lechner 
Adjunct Faculty
Jesse Maggitt 
Adjunct Faculty
Nancy Martin 
Adjunct Faculty
Cecil Mbolela 
Adjunct Faculty
Dona McCullough 
Adjunct Faculty
Brian McKenna 
Associate Professor
Evelina Mengova 
Associate Professor
Brandon Minetti 
Adjunct Faculty
Maria Mutis 
Adjunct Faculty
Praggyan Mohanty 
Associate Professor
Raj Nagaraja 
Adjunct Faculty
Debra Prendergast 
Adjunct Faculty
Ujvala Rajadhyaksha 
Associate Professor
James Revis 
Adjunct Faculty
Sudipta Roy 
Adjunct Faculty
Gökçe Sargut 
Associate Professor
Laura Shallow 
Adjunct Faculty
Uday Shinde 
Assistant Professor
Muhammad Siddiqi 
Adjunct Faculty
John Simon 
Associate Professor
Joseph Skibinski 
Adjunct Faculty
Deadra Stokes 
Adjunct Faculty
Timothy Taylor 
Adjunct Faculty
Feng Tian 
Associate Professor
Michael Trendell 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Chelsea Vanderpool 
Assistant Professor
Stephen Wagner 
Full Professor
Cecil Wagner 
University Lecturer
Ting Wang 
Associate Professor 
William Wilkinson 
Professor Emeritus
Michael Williams 
Associate Professor
Donald Wlodarski 
Adjunct Faculty
Charles Zarzecki 
Adjunct Faculty
Jun Zhao 
Dean
COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Marcus Ahmed 
Professor Emeritus
Jane Andringa 
Professor Emeritus
Andre Ashmore 
Adjunct Faculty
Sofie Azmy 
Assistant Professor
Tamekia Bell 
Assistant Professor 
Rachel Berg 
Professor Emeritus
Thomas Bierdz 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Linda Buyer 
Professor Emeritus
Jon Carlson 
Professor Emeritus
Sasha Cervantes 
Assistant Professor
Alli Cipra 
Assistant Professor
David Conrad 
Assistant Professor
Matthew Cooney 
Assistant Professor
Matthew Covic 
University Lecturer
Marlon Cummings 
Assistant Professor
Judith Cunningham 
University Lecturer
J.P. Dave 
Professor Emeritus
Shannon Dermer 
Interim Dean
Bonnie Dickey 
University Lecturer
Christienne Dyslin 
Associate Professor
Sondra Estep 
Associate Professor
Amanda Evans 
University Lecturer
Kimanne Foraker-Koons 
Visiting Lecturer
Victor Fuller 
University Lecturer
Timothy Harrington 
Division Chair
Raquel Herrera-Byrne 
University Lecturer
Hind Baochun 
Visiting Professor
Katy Hisrich 
Assistant Professor
Glenna Howell 
Associate Professor
Kim Jaroszewski 
University Lecturer
Jeff Kaiser 
Professor Emeritus
Phyllis Klingensmith 
Professor Emeritus
Jeannine Klomes 
Associate Professor
Danel Koonce, 
Associate Professor
Li-Wei Peng 
Associate Professor
Sonya Lorelle 
Assistant Professor
Quincy Martin 
Assistant Professor
David Matteson 
Professor Emeritus
Larry Maucieri 
Associate Professor
Megan Mccaffrey 
Assistant Professor
Saundra Mickles 
University Lecturer
Jennifer Miroballi 
University Lecturer
Sohad Murrar 
Assistant Professor
Shawn Patrick 
Associate Professor
Timothy Pedigo 
Assistant Professor
Lisa Pennington 
Assistant Professor
Karen Peterson 
Professor Emeritus
Evie Plofsky 
University Lecturer
Suzanne Prescott 
Professor Emeritus
Linda Proudfit 
Professor Emeritus
Vinicio Reyes 
Professor Emeritus
Patricia Robey 
Interim Division Chair
Linda Ruhe Marsh 
Assistant Professor
Elizabeth Ruiz 
Associate Professor
Steven Russell 
Full Professor
Colleen Sexton 
Associate Provost/AVP Academic Affairs
Steven Sharp 
Assistant Professor
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Lamise Shawahin 
Assistant Professor
Xiaobo She 
Associate Professor
Ellen Silver-Horrell 
University Lecturer
Tracey Snow 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Patricia Swaufield 
University Lecturer
Albert Tuskenis 
Associate Professor
Ileana Ungureanu 
Assistant Professor
Maria Valgoi 
Assistant Professor
Byron Waller 
Associate Professor
Barbara Winicki 
Associate Professor
Peggy Woodard 
Professor Emeritus
Addison Woodward 
Professor Emeritus
Leon Zalewski 
Professor Emeritus
COLLEGE OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES
Darrin Aase 
Associate Professor
Amy Bala 
University Lecturer
Catherine Balthazar 
Interim Dean
Wyvon Blackwell 
University Lecturer
Gregory Blevins 
Professor Emeritus
Kim Boland-Prom 
Full Professor
William Boline 
Professor Emeritus
Jessica Bonner 
Interim Department Chair
Henrietta Boudros 
Assistant Professor
Catherine Brady 
Associate Professor Emeritus
Eileen Brann 
Adjunct Faculty
Pamela Brown 
University Lecturer
Elizabeth Cada 
Provost & Vice President For  
Academic Affairs
Linda Campos-Moreira 
Assistant Professor
Cynthia Carr 
Associate Professor
Russell Carter 
Professor Emeritus
Kai-Wen Cheng 
Assistant Professor
Vickii Coffey 
Assistant Professor
Shirley Comer 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Delawnia Comer-Hagans 
Associate Professor
Jessica Corbus 
University Lecturer
Lori Crowder 
University Lecturer
Joseph Day 
Associate Professor
David Diers 
Full Professor
Melanie Ellexson 
Adjunct Faculty
Elizabeth Essex 
Professor Emeritus
Angelette Evans 
Assistant Professor
Rupert Evans  
Professor Emeritus 
Lydia Falconnier 
Associate Professor
Donna Gellatly 
Professor Emeritus
Lorri Glass 
Associate Professor
Levi Glass 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
James Golding 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Jennifer James Groebner 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Harriet Gross  
Professor Emeritus
Giesela Grumbach 
Assistant Professor
Leslie Guca 
University Lecturer
Tifany Jamison 
Assistant Professor
Dianne Jamison 
University Lecturer
Maryleen Jones 
Visiting Professor
Patricia Kalvelage 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Paul Keys 
Professor Emeritus
Courtney Kibble 
Assistant Professor
Patricia Knowles 
University Lecturer
Nicole Koonce 
Assistant Professor
Rebecca Kvasnicka 
University Lecturer
Annie Lawrence 
Professor Emeritus 
Robert Leftwich 
Professor Emeritus 
Ning Lu 
Department Chair
Jay Lubinsky 
Professor Emeritus
Nancy MacMullen 
Chair & Director
Sandra Mayfield 
Professor Emeritus
Josephine McCaskill 
Assistant Professor
Cheryl Mejta 
Department Chair
Dwayne Mitchell 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Joyce Morishita 
Professor Emeritus
James Munz 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Somi Nagaraj 
University Lecturer
Ravi Nigam 
Associate Professor
David O’Donnell 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Roberta O’Shea 
Full Professor
Danielle Osmelak 
Assistant Professor
Gerri Outlaw 
Department Chair
Peter Palanca 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Nafees Qamar 
Assistant Professor
Juan Reed 
Adjunct Faculty
Natalia Rekhter 
Assistant Professor
Elaine Reyna 
University Lecturer
Angela Riccelli 
Assistant Professor
Carolyn Rodgers 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Caren Rossow 
Adjunct Faculty
Linda Samson 
Full Professor
Adelle Sanders 
Associate Professor
Caren Schranz 
Assistant Professor
Dale Schuit 
Full Professor
Mirab Shah 
Adjunct Faculty
Erin Simpson 
Visiting Professor
Joyce Sligar 
Adjunct Faculty
Shirley Spencer 
Associate Professor 
Renee Theiss 
Associate Professor
Georgianna Thomas 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Claire Thompson 
University Lecturer
Catherine Tymkow 
Associate Professor
Serena Wadhwa 
Associate Professor
Robin Washington 
Associate Professor
Phyllis West 
University Lecturer, Senior Status
Rebecca Wojcik 
Department Chair
William Yacullo 
Professor Emeritus
Meghan Yoakum 
University Lecturer
Maristela Zell 
Full Professor
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
Paul Blobaum 
Professor
Cari Didion 
Assistant Professor
Linda Geller 
Associate Professor         
Ann Glascoff 
Professor Emeritus
Michel Nguessan 
Professor
Cynthia Romanowski 
Assistant Professor
Lydia Morrow Ruetten  
Dean 
Beth Shaw-Hansen 
Professor Emeritus
Nancy Shlaes  
Professor Emeritus
Joshua Sopiarz 
Associate Professor
Elizabeth Sterner 
Assistant Professor
Faculty
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Governors State University’s 2019 Commencement Planning Committee began planning and 
strategizing for commencement many months ago. Various individuals came together to assist in the 
efforts of orchestrating and executing various events, activities, ceremonies, and all of the “behind the 
scenes” work leading up to, and including, our 48th Commencement Day. 
My gratitude and appreciation run deep for the contributions made by staff, faculty, and student 
volunteers. Their collective efforts yielded successful commencement events for all of the GSU 
graduates, their families, and our special guests. Our success in making commencement a memorable 
experience for our graduates is only possible through our staff, faculty, and volunteers’ commitment 
of time, passion, and effort. Despite their hectic schedules, GSU staff and faculty worked and 
volunteered for commencement events. Their helping hands hold noble character and dedication. 
Their spirit and support indicate a strong commitment to the students, graduates, and the university. 
We celebrate this point of pride together as the university marks its 50th birthday in 2019.
While many people on campus helped with commencement, some should be highlighted for their 
exceptional work and contributions to the planning and execution of “all things” commencement.
President’s Office
Provost’s Office
Registrar’s Office
Institutional Advancement
Commencement Advisory Committee
Marketing and Communications 
Academic Colleges
Academic Advisors
Center for Performing Arts
Student Life
Digital Learning and Media Design
Facilities Development and 
Management
Department of Public Safety
Arena Food Service
Commencement Technical Crew
Vendors
University Events
Again, I thank the multitude of volunteers, staff, students, and the community for their continued 
commitment to the values and mission of GSU. Only with teamwork, enthusiasm, and integrity can 
we achieve great success!
Honored to serve, 
Karen Caesar 
Commencement Officer 
Governors State University
Acknowledgements
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GSU’s 50th Birthday/Day of Giving
July 17, 2019 
Save the date!
Join us on Wednesday, July 17, 2019 as Governors State University commemorates 50 years of excellence 
and innovation with a day of fun and family and an evening of music and revelry at our annual Day of 
Giving Celebration.
The entire community will come together for a free “family reunion” on campus and then board a 
complimentary bus to travel to Park Forest for Main Street Nights – a free concert featuring Maggie Speaks 
and Theo Peoples. 
The July 17 celebration is the inaugural event that marks the founding of GSU with a Day of Giving to 
continue a legacy of education.
Conceived as a bold, new model to transform lives through education in Chicago’s south suburbs, GSU 
opened the same week the U.S. sent Apollo 11 to the moon. Today, GSU is a full-service, four-year 
university celebrating 50 years of education, service, and commitment to its mission to be an “intellectually 
stimulating public square.”
We advance our mission through high quality programs supported by best practices, made possible in part, 
by the generous the support of our donors. 
In honor of GSU’s 50th birthday, please join us on Wednesday, July 17. And please consider donating $50 
or more to commemorate the university's anniversary and to support future GSU students. 
Visit www.govst.edu/donate to donate. For more information, please call 708.534.4105.


